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The  Messenger 

Dear Friends, 

 Calling all wise elders!  You are needed.  Now, there is really no age requirement 
here.  If you are wondering if you could be one of them, then you are.  The church and the 
world are in need of some old souls who are interested in bringing this world back aright! 

 I know, you are used to hearing something different from church.  Where are all the 
young people?  Where are all the families with 3.2 children who will repopulate our ranks, 
like it was back in the fifties?  Who will fill our Sunday Schools with noise and purpose?  I 
know, I’ve heard it lots before.  But actually, our Sunday School is full of amazing children 
and purpose, even when we are not meeting together.  Beth, Deb, Heather, and Jane have 
done amazing work and are still doing it.  What we need are some wise seeking elders. 

 We are entering the second Autumn of Coronavirus church.  Many of us thought this 
would be the time of “back to normal.”  We wouldn’t be so segregated – children not coming 
to the sanctuary, families watching from home (perhaps), some regulars in church on Sunday, 
others keeping safe at home.  Divided between Zoomers and nonZoomers.  And yes, I miss 
the hustle and bustle of Sunday mornings.  It sure beats “Well, I wonder who will come in 
today?!”  And though traveling all over the region for Joel to give context to his sermons was 
fun for a while, I really don’t want to do that for another year.  It was often cold out there! 

 But seriously, I do not think, even if Covid disappeared tomorrow, we will be going 
back to something called “normal”.  We have learned some things in these months.  Some of 
it from the necessity of worshiping in some form together, and 
Kenn Ortmann is still working hard to perfect the streaming 
experience!  We have been given notice that there are people 
praying with us from many states.  But some of what we have 
learned has come from the recognition that we as a church need 
to be evolving in a world that is changing so fast. 

 So, why do we need the wise seeking elders?  Well, 
here are some thoughts.  When I was studying faith develop-
ment in grad school, there was a stage at the end of the life-cycle.  It was called the 
“Universalizing Stage” by the late Dr. James Fowler.  After stages that make sense in the 
context of the traditional church (in which values and beliefs are formed with the influence of 
family or cohort or community), there comes a time when a deeper sense of connectedness to 
all being begins to awaken.  Now Fowler never did a whole lot of defining this, perhaps he 
couldn’t.  But I think this awareness of being one with all creation is a primary aspect of 
elderhood, at whatever age. It is exactly what we need to be a true healing and ministerial 
presence in a fragmented world.   

 We need new forms and ways of ministry that can reach out and mend our broken 
communities.  Inviting in the lonely, the unloved, those in need of connection.  And address-
ing the brokenness of our earth itself.  If you feel the pain of our planet, even a little, you are 
on your way to elderhood.  We need you.  I’d be happy to talk to you and connect you with 
more of our elders if you feel a calling.  Blessed are the wise seeking elders, for they will 
mend the earth! 

         In God’s love,  
          Kate    
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2022 BUDGET 

MEETING 
All members of The First 
Church in Belfast, UCC 
are invited to attend a 
presentation of the 2022 
Budget on 
Sunday, Octo-
ber 31 imme-
diately follow-
ing worship. 

 

***If the meeting cannot be 
held on this date, it will 
take place on November 21. 

 

See you there! 
Nancy Brown and 
Linda Smith 
   Co-Clerks 

October 31, 
2022 

Save the date 

 

Notice of All Church Budget 
Meeting 
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 MEETING OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

THE FIRST CHURCH IIN BELFAST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

August 15, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 11:35 a.m. by Kenn Ortmann. Due to the COVID variant up-
surge, this was a hybrid meeting with some people joining in person, others joining via Zoom.  

Those in attendance were: Kenn Ortmann, Linda Smith, Rev. Joel Krueger, Rev. Kate Winters, 
Beth Haynes, Sarah Garbe, Cathie Jorgensen, Pam Chase, Pam Burrows, Richard Fiske, and Todd 
Hall. 

Richard Fiske opened the meeting with the original poem, The Beatitude, which Richard wrote and 
shared in worship this morning. 

Agenda Modifications: none 

Approval of the July 14, 2021 minutes: Pam Burrows moved to approve the minutes as sub-
mitted. Richard Fiske seconded the motion. Approved. 

Old Business 

Corona Virus Response:  

Joel shared the new updated protocol that is in effect for in- house worship. Due to the upsurge 
in the variant everyone is once again asked to wear a mask and to distance from one another.  

Joel sent out a notice with this information via the email to the members and friends of the 
church.  

The Deacons struggled with the decision to continue worship in house but after much discussion 
and prayer decided that for the time being people should mask and distance from one anoth-
er. They will of course watch the CDC recommendations as well as those put forth by Gov. 
Mills.  

It will be up to parents to make the decision to bring their children to worship but if they do the 
children will have to be masked.  

It was suggested that we make masks available for people who attend worship, including the chil-
dren.  

Kenn reported that the Zoom set- up for worship is still not working in the sanctuary but he is working 
on it. We may have to have a local computer person come and do some problem solving in order to 
get it to work. 

Sunday Service and Sunday school:  

Beth Haynes reported that Sunday school is cancelled at this time. She and Deb Woodbury are 
waiting to see what the CDC is directing the schools to do. Since it is almost September they 
will make a decision on what they are going to do once they see what is being recommended 
for the schools.  

Beth is still doing mailings to keep connected with the kids and their parents.  

Trustees: Todd Hall reported the following:  
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 Financials: Financially, at this time, we are holding steady. We have had no substantial expens-
es and we are stable for August. 

The Trustees are still moving forward on the issue of the chimney repairs. They have asked a 
contractor to identify the scaffolding necessary for the repairs. The repairs will be done by the 
end of the year. 

The Trustees and Heather Wren, our new office administrator, are exploring web building tools 
and identifying software. Once that work is complete they will gather team leaders and create 
a template for a new website. 

Elevator: The Trustees have located an elevator phone and there is an order to get it installed. 
Flooring outside the Spring Street door: The Trustees are looking at the flooring outside the 

Spring St. door. Todd asked Whitecap to look at it and give recommendations on repairing it 
but to date there was nothing new to report. 

We have new insurance policies from Church Mutual. There was a $20-30 increase in cover-
age. It was discovered that Kate and Joel’s home, formally the “Parsonage” was still covered.  
Todd asked the insurance company to remove the former parsonage from our policy and to 
back date the premium. We may get a rebate.  

Trustees are researching when the Verizon and US Cellular contracts expire and what other of-
fers/options are available. We need to be careful dealing with other companies who may want 
to buy out our contract as this could remove our control as a land lord. The Trustees will ad-
dress this at September meeting.  

The question was asked as to who is responsible for cleaning the outside of the church, especial-
ly by the office door where dirt and leaves can accumulate. Joel stated that the custodian has 
swept. We will get an estimate on what it will cost to paint the siding by the office door, as well 
as the door. 

Marketing/Communications: No report. 

Mission Team: no report 

Social Justice Team: Pam Chase talked with the people on the Social Justice Team in a general 
email as to when they should start meeting again. Because of the variant and until something chang-
es, no one has a desire to start up meetings again, therefore they are on hold. Pastor Kate said that 
although there are no formal meetings people are still doing things individually to support social jus-
tice such as showing up for events/protests. 

Spiritual Development and Education:  

Beth Haynes stated that their team is going to be meeting and she suggested adding a parent 
representative on the team. She is hoping a parent representative can offer input without 
making a major time commitment as she understands that young parents are very busy.  

Beth also suggested that a workshop be offered for ministry coordinators to explain what their 
responsibilities are. Beth took on the ministry coordinator position for Spiritual Development 
and Education but is unsure of what is required of her.  

Kate reminded Council members that the team structure will need to be flexible due to all the 
changes brought about by the pandemic.  

Community Building and Care: the Habitat workday for the Re-Store is next Saturday. If they can 
get the store up and running they can make enough money in a year to build a house. They need 
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 people to come and help for the workday and volunteers will be notified by this Wednesday if the 
workday will happen.  They need 12-15 people and you do not have to work all day. Larry Jones is 
the coordinator and he is working with the contractors. 

Other Reports: 

Minister’s Report: Joel reviewed the pastors’ report which he submitted prior to the meeting. Thank 
you, Joel. See Joel’s report below, additions are in italics. 

Church Office 
New Church Office Administrator Heather Wren's first day solo was August 3 - doing well 
Heather is working on website with Katelyn Parker Bray and Isaac Bray 
Rentals - Bridge Group every Friday noon to 4:00 pm 

  - Possible Scottish Dance group in Fellowship Hall 
 
First Church Concerts Team - Discussing with Barbara Kemp and Amy Kercsmar the possibility of 
forming a team to organize and arrange musical concerts at the church 
 
Trustee Items 

Sound System in sanctuary - working with Power Sound of New England 
Parish House Windows - working with Viking - $12,935 cost (installation not included) - 27 win-

dows. (The suggestion was made to ask people if they would like to make a donation to the 
cost of the windows, or even purchase one window.)   

Chair Lift phone 
Ash Trees on Spring St. (Two ash trees on Spring St. are dying. Trustees are talking with the city 

about taking down the trees. Will talk with the city to see where they are in this.) 
Sanctuary ceiling fan makes noise and needs repair. 
Seacoast Security tested alarms on August 12, 2021 

 
Window Dressers 

Measuring for upstairs Fellowship Hall windows on Tuesday, August 24, 1:00 pm 
Volunteers to go and work on making window inserts later in November 

 
Wedding performed 

Married Dylan & Alysson (Pattison) Leslie on Friday, August 6, 2021 
 
Upcoming Funeral Services 

Suzette Gilbert - Saturday, August 21, 3:00 pm front lawn of church 
Margaret Cunningham - Friday, September 10, 10:30 am at First Church with interment at Green 

Lawn Cemetery in Swanville 
Eileen Estes - Sunday, September 19 at First Church same day as the Kirkin. 

 
Upcoming First Church Events 
Wednesday Eve Prayer Services on front lawn? Kate stated that there will be prayer vigils on the 
lawn when something calls us together such as when Judge Ginsberg died, or now, after the terrible 
earthquake in Haiti. It won’t be a weekly thing.  

Spirit Sunday - September 12? Until things change Sunday school will not take place so Spirit 
Sunday is postponed. 

Sacrament of Baptism - Sunday, September 12, after worship on front lawn - Una, daughter of 
Adam Crowley and Sojourner Hodges Crowley 

Kirkin' o' the Tartans - Sunday, September 19 
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 Belfast Choral Festival? Ron Sherwin and his wife Sarah sent Joel information about a possible 
concert in Carnegie Hall. He has also said he may want to do another choral festival here in 
Belfast. Joel is working with him on that. 

USAF Heritage of America Band concert at First Church - classical double wind quintet - October 
24, 25 or 26? 

 
Sunrise Association Committee on Ministry and other Wider Church activity 
Kate and Joel have been very busy with COM work  

Upcoming  Installation Service for Rev. Vicki Reeser at Deer Isle Sunset UCC on Wednesday, 
September 1 at 2:00 pm 

Sunrise Association Clergy Group Zoom on August 19 and gathering on Thursday, September 9 
at 11:30 in Deer Isle 

Sunrise Association Fall Meeting - Saturday, October 2 at Deer Isle 
Maine Conference Annual Meeting - Business Zoom - Saturday, October 23 
Maine Conference Learning Event - Saturday, November 6 @ Waterville 

 
Upcoming Community Events 

Waldo County Recovery Committee Awareness Event - Saturday, September 18 - Unity Train 
Station at 3:30-5:30 pm 

 
Upcoming Vacation (3 weeks remaining) 

Friends visiting in mid-October - October 12-26 (2 weeks) 
Another week or scattered days later in the year 

 
Kate and Joel worked on an article about the steeple lighting for the Messenger and the Republican 
Journal. (See attached letter with Todd Hall’s edit). It gives a history of the temporary lighting and 
then permanent lighting of the steeple. Kate and Joel will also turn this article into a letter, with 
Todd’s edit included, to email to the congregation. 

Amazon Smile: This is simple to do and it is beneficial for the church. Cathie Jorgensen will re-
search this and find out how to register the church as a donation place. She will report back to the 
Council next month.  

Other: Steeple lighting: Pam Chase suggested that if we are going to light the church steeple with 
colored lights at certain times of the year we should check with the National Historic Registry. Usual-
ly the National Historic Registry only cares about physical changes to the outside of the church so 
this may not be an issue. Pam will research this issue and also she will look into what grants are 
available that can be applied for that might help with the cost of the lighting project.  

Updating Teams and groups list:  

Joel reviewed his current list of coordinators and team members. Any additions or corrections 
were discussed at this meeting and/or will be sent to Joel so he can create an up to date, final 
list. Teams should have a mission statement and it should be sent to Joel for inclusion in this 
listing. Teams can create goals but they will change over time.  

The meals delivery team did not work well. A list will be created of people who are willing to make 
meals for those when needed. Cathie Jorgensen will put a letter together to let people know 
this service is available. She will call some people to see if they are still willing to make a 
meal.  

The Phone Tree team is still viable.  
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 The Deacons have picked up the work of the Welcoming Team.  

Margaret Cunningham recognition: Cathie Jorgensen will take responsibility to organize this. A 
memorial brick for the front walk, as well as a plaque for Margaret’s pew, were suggested. Possibly 
Paul and Nancy Brown may help with this.  

Budget Committee: A Budget Committee will be formed. According to our current By-Laws the min-
imum number of people who should be members of the Budget Committee are people from the Di-
aconate, Trustees, Religious Education, Stewardship (currently there is no Stewardship Committee), 
Missions and Treasurer. Beth Haynes will serve representing Religious Education, Joan Mills as the 
financial representative, and Kenn Ortmann will chair the group. 

Activation of Nominating Committee: Council members think that Vicki Keller, Deb Woodbury, 
and Joan Mills are currently on the Nominating Committee. Pam Burrows also volunteered to serve 
on this committee. Joel will contact these people to see if they are already on or, if their terms are 
up, if they willing to continue for this year.  

On-Line Giving Options:  

We talked about this at our last meeting. Joel is talking with Isaac and Katlyn Bray about the 
website and this would come under that. Ideally we would have 3-4 ways for people to give. It 
is important to let people know that there are a variety of ways to give to the church.  

Maybe we can have a financial planner come in to do a workshop for us on this issue. Kate will 
look into seeing if the conference or national offers something like this. 

Next meeting date: Sept. 12, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. This will be a hybrid meeting.  

Kate and Joel are due for a sabbatical. This will be discussed with PPR. They will not take their sab-
batical this year due to the pandemic. A sabbatical is usually for 3 months. 

The sign by the church office door will be replaced. 

Opening devotion volunteer for the next Church Council meeting: Beth Haynes 

Meeting adjourned by consensus. 1:20 p.m. 

Closing Prayer: none 

       Respectfully Submitted by,  

        Linda 

       Rev. Linda A. Smith, Co-Clerk 
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Update:  Each week Beth Haynes mails out our children’s curriculum leaflets along with 
email messages.  We are not CLOSED.  A survey was sent to all families to see how they felt 
about reopening in-person Sunday School during this time of High Risk Covid levels.  The 
parents that responded stated that they would not send their children until numbers came 
down or children could be vaccinated.  We are going to plan two outside events though for 
October.   

October 3  October 10 rain date:  Children will come at 10 a.m. wearing masks to attend 
book talks spread outside on the lawn.  We also will be doing crafts for the mini-Christmas 
sale.  We have many new books that are coordinated with our weekly lessons that the stu-
dents can take out from the library.  The members of the Religious Education Team will be 
doing short book talks for different age groups to introduce the students to these new books 
or other new books that have been donated to the library by Deb Woodbury, Heather Wren, 
and Pastor Kate Winters.  Other members will be helping children work on the crafts provid-
ed during worship time.   

October 30:  We are bringing back our scarecrow contest which we held over five years ago.  
Each family can make a scarecrow of their favorite Bible character or saint and place it on 
our church front lawn from 10-noon on October 30th.  We will help with materials if you do 
not have any.  There will be “crosses” next to the church office door for you to use as the 
framework of your scarecrow if you want.  Jane and Gary Grant will be making these again 
for us.  Be creative and colorful!  Let me know who you have chosen as your Biblical charac-
ter so that we can make a sign for you.  On Sunday October 31 the congregation will vote on 
the displayed scarecrows so start thinking about who you will create!! This is open to all 
members of our congregation, not just Sunday School families.  Come join the fun everyone.   

Thank you, 

 Beth Haynes, Director of Religious Education 

October 2021 

Religious Education News 
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OCTOBER 10 
10am—Children’s Religious Education and Library event 

 

Book Talks and Crafts ! 
The members of the Religious Education Team will be spread out on the lawn to 

give short book talks for all age groups.  
 

We are excited about our new books and ready to share them! 
 

Our talented student-artists will also be creating handmade crafts for sale at the up-
coming mini-Christmas sale. 

OCTOBER 30 
10am—Noon 

It’s time for the annual Scarecrow Contest! 
Make a scarecrow of your favorite Bible character or saint to 

join the scarecrow army on the church front lawn.   
We can help with materials if you do not have any.  Jane and 
Gary Grant will be making “crosses” and leaving them by the 

church office door for the framework.  Let Beth know who 
you have chosen as your Biblical character so that we can 

make a sign for you.   
 

OCTOBER 31 
The congregation will VOTE for a scarecrow to lead 

the army on the lawn!  
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Book Study: 

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF 
TREES 

WHAT THEY FEEL 

HOW THEY COMMUNICATE 

 

By: Peter Wohlleban 

Did you know that trees communicate? 

There is a secret world below the soil in which trees 

Create community and care for one another. 

 

Let’s explore this HIDDEN LIFE together. We may even  

Learn more about our own interconnectedness. 

 

Our plan is to read independently and then meet by Zoom 

Or in person on Sunday, November 7 after church. 

Barbara Kemp will be leading our discussion. 

 

If you are interested in participating in this book study, please 

Contact Cathie Jorgensen by email: cljorgensen2@gmail.com 

Or by phone: (912) 660-2173. 
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As most of you know, our steeple has been dark since it was renovated last year.  
Our Trustees initiated and our Church Council approved plans to install new lighting 
but are still in the process of seeking donations for our Steeple Lights project.  To 
date, the church has received $1,795.00 in donations from church members and 
friends.  We also have received notice that we will be given a Maine Conference 
UCC Resourcing the Local Church grant of $1,000.00.  Therefore to achieve our 
goal of $4,356.00, we still need $1,561.00. 
 

We are very enthused about the support from members as well as the community at 
large for this project.  It tells us that our lights signify something important to many 
people, regardless of their faith backgrounds or religious beliefs.  Wouldn't it be won-
derful if we could have the lights installed in the steeple tower before the end of this 
year, in time to celebrate the 225th anniversary of the founding of our church on De-
cember 29th?   
 

 
 

 

Steeple Lights Update 
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First Church in Belfast 

8 O’clock Service Club 
The 8 O’clock Service Club is as affected by Covid as everything else in church; 
either postponed, scaled back or just canceled! But we all continue to plug along 
and the Club is no different. 

So, while most of our planned projects are on hold for the time being, the one pro-
ject we know must move forward is our participation in the wreath project. It’s 
been our tradition to paint the cones and other items that make up the lovely deco-
rations for the wreaths. We would warmly invite members and friends of First 
Church to join us in this endeavor. Please see either of co-chair, Vicki Keller or 
Joan Mills, for when and where we’ll meet if you can help with this fun project! 

At our last meeting, the Club voted to “promote” Mary Grant to Lifetime Member 
status, for her many years of dedication and hard work for the Club and the 
Church. Her most recent position was in card ministry and she never failed to send 
the right card to just the right person! Her current circumstances prevent her from 
attending our meetings and she is sorely missed! 

The Club is a small but mighty dedicated group of folks and we warmly invite and 
encourage anyone who would like to join us, please come to the next meeting, or 
any meeting! Meetings are the first Thursday of the month at 1 pm in the church 
library. ALL are welcome! 
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Fight Hunger with Hannaford! 
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LOVE LIGHT TREE CEREMONY November 28th 

 

Every year at First Church, amidst the hurry and bustle moving us to-
wards Christmas Day, church and community members share a quiet 
evening remembering and celebrating loved ones during a special holi-
day event on the lawn of The First Church in Belfast.  

The annual First Church "Love Light Tree" ceremony will be held Sun-
day, November 28th at 5:00 PM at the First Church in Belfast.  

Prior to the event, we invite you to sponsor a tiny twinkling white light, 
or a string of lights, in memory or honor of your friend, family, or com-
munity member. The program includes a public reading of area residents 
who are no longer physically with us, followed 
by the lighting of the living Christmas tree.  

After the lights begin to glow, we will join our 
voices as we sing a Christmas carol, before ad-
journing. 

Individuals can have names added to the Love 
Light list by purchasing an individual "Love 
Light" or a "String of Love Lights".  The contri-
bution for a single light is $5 or $25 for a string of lights. 

"Love Light" purchase order forms will be available in the office of The 
First Church in Belfast at 8 Court Street, beginning on September 15th. 
With Covid numbers still high in Waldo County, we understand that not 
everyone may be comfortable coming into the office. We would also be 
more than happy to email, or snail-mail an order form.  

Orders must be received no later than November 19th to be included in 
the November 28th Love Light ceremony. 



  

 

  

 REFORMATION SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 31, 2021 

 

Reformation Day is the day celebrated in many Protestant churches, that recalls the day, Octo-
ber 31, 1517, when the young Roman Catholic monk named Martin Luther, nailed his 95 the-
ses to the door of All Saints Church, the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.  Those theses 
were in effect complaints about some of the Catholic Church's practices, particularly the sell-
ing of indulgences, the idea that one could buy off or give money as a commutation for one's 
own or a deceased loved ones' temporal sins.  The result was not only a discussion of this is-
sue, which is all that Luther was looking for at that time, but a full scale challenging of Catho-
lic doctrine and practice.  Thus, that day, October 31, 1517, became known as the beginning 
of the Protestant Reformation.   
 In 1520, the Pope, Pope Leo X, issued a Papal bull or official statement that condemned 
Luther's 95 theses and other writings.  The following year, on April 16, 1521, Luther was 
called to the city of Worms, for a meeting 
with Catholic leaders.  This was called the 
Diet of Worms.  He would there be given 
the opportunity to defend his writings or 
recant them.  That is to say, to admit that 
all he had written and taught that was con-
trary with the Church's views, was incor-
rect and that he was wrong.  But on April 
18, Luther did not recant.  Rather he said, 
Unless I am convinced by the testimony of 
the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do 
not trust either in the pope or in councils 
alone, since it is well known that they have 
often erred and contradicted themselves), 
I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I 
cannot and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. 
May God help me. Amen.  And according to tradition, it is here that Luther said those famous 
words, "Here I stand, I can do no other, God help me. Amen."   
 As is our Reformation Sunday tradition here at First Church to invite one of the great 
reformers to come and preach to us, Dr. Martin Luther will come, not to remember that day he 
posted his 95 theses, but rather the day 500 years ago this year, when he defended his writings 
and beliefs at the Diet of Worms.   
 For those of us in the United Church of Christ, remembering our reformed heritage and 
history is important.  And as the 17th century reformer's motto says, "Ecclesia reformata sem-
per reformanda"  "The Church reformed, always reforming, according to the Word of God and 
the call of the Spirit."  May the work and ministry we do in Christ's name today continue to 
reform our church that it be relevant for our time and a power for good and love in our world. 
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Maine Conference United Church of Christ 
2021 Annual Meeting 

The 90th Annual Meeting of the  
Maine Conference United Church of Christ  

 

Theme & Scripture 
 

Restore, Rebuild, Renovate 
  

From Isaiah 58:9-12 (The Message): 
 

If you are generous with the hungry 
    and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out, 

Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, 
    your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. 

 . . . 
You’ll be known as those who can fix anything, 

    restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, 
    make the community livable again. 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

 

This year Annual Meeting will be held over two days in a way different than ever before!   
One day of business (remotely) and the other a day of learning and exploration (in-person)... 

 

Saturday, October 23rd  
(Business Meeting) 

Remotely via Zoom 
 

Saturday, November 6th  

Super Saturday/Workshop Day POSTPONED 
Save the New Date! 

 
Saturday, April 2, 2022 (9AM to 3PM) 

(Super Saturday - Learning & Exploration) 
In Waterville at the Alfond Youth & Community Center 

 
More information will be sent out in late Winter.  

We anticipate a morning workshop slot and an afternoon workshop slot, with great presenters! 
 

Keynote Speaker 
Peter Panagore 

 
Questions? 

Susan Reisert sreisert@maineucc.org or Sara Bartlett sbartlett@maineucc.org 
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One of the ways the Belfast Co-op donates to 
the community is by organizing their “round-
up at the register program”, Common Cents. 
These “Common Cents” donations, which al-
low Belfast Co-op shoppers to round up the to-
tal of their purchases to the nearest dollar, al-
lows their extra change to provide support to a 
highlighted community organization whose 
work contributes to local resilience. 

The Greater Belfast Area Ministerium 
(GBAM) Food Cupboard has once again been 
nominated. Members of the Co-op will vote 
online during the month of October, date TBD. 
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 Did you know that the First Church has a Prayer Circle Team?  This 
is a small group of individual members of the church who every week lift 
up prayers for anyone whose name is given to them, whether First 
Church members, friends, or others in need of prayer.   

 The group works by way of a phone tree.  One of our pastors gives 
the concern/s to a member of the prayer group, and then they call another 
member, who calls another member, and so on.  They adhere to a strict 
rule of confidentiality, that is, they do not share the names or any infor-
mation about those for who they are praying for with anyone outside 
their prayer group.  And even then, it is only the information that is given 
to them.  Sometimes they may be given a name and a request to pray for 
healing for someone in the hospital.  Another time they may be asked to 
pray for a family who has lost a loved one.  They may have a request to 
lift prayers of thanksgiving for a newborn.  Or they may just be given a 
name of someone to pray for without any information about why, and 
they just pray for that person.   

 This is a quiet, yet powerful ministry that goes on in our church 
with very little recognition, and that is okay.  But we just want to lift up 
those who have been doing this for a number of years.  Presently, the 
members of the Prayer Circle Team are Joyce Fenner, Norma Cowen, 
Barbara Powers, Katie Winship, Doris Allred and Mary Grant.  If you are 
interested in joining this group and committing to praying for others at 
least once a week, please contact Pastor Joel.  If you have a prayer re-
quest that you would like this group to pray for, please email or call the 
church office with that.   

 Let’s give thanks and lift up in prayer this group of  

First Church members who faithfully carry on the good 
work of our church! 

First Church Prayer Circle 
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10” Memorial Window Wreath with Red Bow 

Order Form- 2021 

Name               

Address              

Phone              
 

“In Loving Memory of:” or “In Honor of:” (please circle one)  

              

 

                                          ---------- 

                                                         
 

Return to church office no later than November 6 

Window Wreath sponsorship ($12.00 each)         Please specify quantity:  ______ 

 

TOTAL DUE (Checks made to “First Church Wreath Project”):      $______ 
 

Wreaths will be hung outside sanctuary windows. 

Forms should be returned to the church office. 

 

It's wreath time...always such a joyous part of our church year!   There are many 
ways to get involved with this inspirational project.   The First Church is blessed to 
have a project so rich in history, tradition, and the ongoing commitment of volun-
teers. 

The first dozen or so wreaths were decorated by several friends from the Women’s 
League on Mrs. Clyde Holme’s kitchen table - in the very early 1930's...and the 
project has operated continually (without interruption) ever since...well over 80 
years.   How amazing is that??  
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 On my very first day of kindergarten at Holy 
Family School in Brooklyn, NY, my mother drove me 
right up to the door.  After getting out of the car, I re-
member holding onto my mother’s legs for dear life.  I 
was not going in.  I tell this story because even though 
I was only four, I think this is a pretty good image for 
most of us when it comes time to grow!  We tend to 
hold on tight to what we have always known, to what 
won’t ask us to change, to what is familiar.  This may 
be quite acceptable for a four year old, but beyond that 
– it is way too limiting. 
 

“Wisdom cries out in the street, in the square she rais-
es her voice.  At the busiest corner she cries out: 
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being sim-
ple?  How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing, 
and fools hate knowledge?  Give heed to my reproof.  
I will pour out my thoughts to you.  I will make my 
words known to you.” 
 

 Here is the Bible’s Woman Wisdom.  We met 
her a few weeks ago in the readings.  She has been 
called the “ever searching, ever calling, ever challeng-
ing spirit of God” (H. James Hopkins).  She has been 
identified as the feminine face of the Logos the Word, 
the Christ.  But honestly, I’m not as interested in fit-
ting her into some kind of theological scheme as in 
taking to heart what she has to say to us today.   In the 
words of Kathleen O’Connor, “Whoever she is, her 
appearance destabilizes complacency, closed-
heartedness, and death-dealing behavior that comes 
from ignorance, hatred of knowledge, and refusal to 
commit to the way of wisdom.” (Feasting on the 
Word)  In other words, she wants to shake us up! 

 

 Wisdom wants us to wake us out of the day-
time dream in which we live.  The dream in which 
we think we see, but we don’t.  The dream that has 
been created by a soulless consumer culture manipu-
lating us in the way of its needs and values.  In this 
daytime dream, that purports to be real life, we find  

 

 

that we are never enough as we are.  We always need 
more of everything – wealth, respect, beauty, power, 
and control.        

 

 This daytime dream that has become a true 
nightmare as we spend our God-given energy creat-
ing an image for ourselves that has very little to do 
with our true selves, who we are at our core.  We are 
sleep walking onto a dangerous precipice.  If we are 
not being revved up to buy, to impress, or conquer, 
then we are being lulled into a complacency that as-
sures us this is it!  This is the one and only way to live 
our lives – ever feeding the economy, building up our 
security, and then ultimately trying to fill the gaping 
hole in ourselves and ignoring all the damage to the 
earth that has been done in the process.  

  

“How long, O simple ones, will you love being sim-
ple?  How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
and fools hate knowledge?” 

 

  Are these not central questions for our day and 
time?  A day in which truth is ignored as a matter of 
inconvenience?  How long will we go on living this 
day-time dream that is leading us to calamity, spiritual 
death, and worldwide destruction?  We were not made 
to live a self-centered existence.  But this is what 
we’ve created as individual “rights” take precedence 
over the common good.  In this time of pandemic, we 
are living the consequences. 

 

 We don’t use the word “scoffer” very often 
these days.  But it is a good word for today.  Whenev-
er someone questions the daytime dream, the 
“manufactured truth,” and suggests another way, a 
better way, to be human in the world, isn’t that when 
the scoffing begins?  “O give me a break!  You think 
you are going to change people?  Why don’t you 
begin living in the “real world”?  That is scoffing!  
Putting down the one who offers an alternative, be-
cause that alternative involves too much stretch, too  

It was a beautiful day on the lawn in front of the church as we 
gathered to worship together and celebrate a baptism.  Here is 
the message preached under the trees.  It is entitled “Opening to 
Wisdom’s Way” and was based on Proverbs 1:20-33 and Mark 
8:27-38.            Kate  
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much soul-searching, too much change.  It is so much 
easier to scoff than to be transformed. 

 

 Peter scoffs in the gospel today.  He was living 
his own daytime dream with Jesus.  Jesus knew this 
when he asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I 
am?”  Peter thought he knew the answer.  “You are 
the Messiah!” he said.  So Jesus took the opportunity 
to break right into Peter’s dream.  For Peter, the Mes-
siah was the one who would come and make every-
thing right for the people.  He would overthrow the 
Romans, bring prosperity and a lasting peace.  When 
Jesus started to shatter this image, telling them that he 
would undergo suffering, would be rejected by the 
people’s own leaders, and that we would be killed, 
Peter scoffs!  He takes Jesus aside. “What are you do-
ing?  That is not the plan.  That is not what the Messi-
ah is!”  And Jesus responds, “Get behind me, Satan!  
For you are setting your mind not on divine things, 
but on human things.” 

 

 I have always thought this response was kind 
of harsh. But these days I realize that gentleness with 
scoffers doesn’t work very well.  When you see some-
one about to run straight off a cliff, the only thing to 
do is yell at the top of your lungs “Stop!  Just stop!”  
It is the loving thing to do.  Jesus sees Peter getting 
lost in his own dream – of victory, power, and pres-
tige. Only harsh words will awaken him. 

 

 Then Jesus says:  “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.  For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life?” 

 

In the daytime dream that we are living, we believe 
that the world is ours to gain, following our own mes-
siahs, who we expect to deliver – economic ease and 
security, happiness beyond measure, and total free-
dom to do as we please.  The world is ours if we don’t 
question how our decisions affect anyone else except 
ourselves.  But this way of life is only one version, 
and it keeps us from looking at the truth of how we’ve 
been made and what it means to be human on the 
earth.  Chosen at our own peril. 

 

 

And who are we?  The Bible as well as Science tells 
us that we are creatures of a beautiful and fragile 
world, made of earth, water, and air, thoroughly inter-
connected with the life of every other being on this 
planet.  We are embodied spirits who will never be 
satisfied with only material things or fully at peace 
when there is violence at any point in the web of crea-
tion.  If we listen deeply to our souls, we will only be 
satisfied living in harmony with the very being of 
God – who is love.  And love is always, always about 
the common good.  This is the reality to which Wis-
dom is trying to awaken us. 

 

 How do we live in this harmony?  As church 
we must always ask this essential question.  Our an-
swers will not be the answers of our culture.  And, if 
we follow the Way of Jesus, rejection and suffering 
often follows.  He tells us that.  The rising again part 
is not always comforting.  There are times I just want 
to hold onto my mother’s legs once again.  Do I really 
have to go there?  Do that?  But if we open ourselves 
to Wisdom’s way of being in the world, God’s way of 
being for us, loving without limit, we will lose our old 
life, gain our new lives, and truly gain peace. 

 

 Today we will baptize a beautiful little girl.   
We will tell her that she is a child of God, beloved and 
blessed.  Our hope for her is that she will always 
know that the daytime dream of today will never be 
enough for her.  In any case, she will have a commu-
nity of faith there for her when she chooses to ques-
tion the options that are held out for her, and she sens-
es that there is more, so much more than anyone 
could ever imagine.  Do you think she is ready??? 
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October Birthdays 
2  Deb Heitmann 
6   Martha Ortmann 
8  Gary Grant 
9  Gretchen Daly 
11  Helen Kuffert  
15   Doris Allred   
18  Reid Woodbury 
19  Lauri McLean 
23  Judson Thomas 
26  Anna Woodbury 
31  Ian Beal  
  David Thomas 
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October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
12-4 Bridge  

2 
9:00 Sunrise Assoc 

Annual Mtg    
ZOOM  

3 
10:00 Worship / 

Communion 

11:30 Council 

4 5 
5:30 Trustees  

6 7 
1:00 8 O’Clock 

6:00 Diaconate  

8 
12-4 Bridge  

9 

10 
10:00 Worship - 
Children’s book 

talks/crafts 

11:30 Religious 

11 12 
5-6:30 Food Cup-

board Board 

13 14 15 
12-4 Bridge  

Joel and Kate’s 
27th Anniversary! 

16 
1:00 Pine Cone 
Painting/Parlor 

17 
10:00 Worship  

18 19 20 21 22 
12-4 Bridge  

23 
9:00 Conf Annual 

Mtg Business 
ZOOM 

24 
10:00 Worship  

25 26 27 28 29 
12-4 Bridge  

30 
10-12 Scarecrows 
congregate on the 

lawn.  

31 

10:00 Worship 
11:30 Budget An-

nual Meeting 

Scarecrow contest 

      


